Christians@work
God's intention for men and women at work

David Brunt

A bit about me & work
• Became a Christian when age 15
• Started working out life as a research
chemist
• 29 years of in multi-national business :
research, marketing, digital, step-change
biz projects, sustainability
• Global & country, junior & senior roles
• Managed a team and worked ‘solo’
• Now working for myself

Please link with me
www.linkedin.com/in/davidbrunt/

Today
• How does God view work?

• Is work a good thing or something to
be endured?
• What is the point of work?
• Are some jobs more valued by God
than others?
• The principles of work apply to paid or unpaid work. No
theological distinction
• Today applies to both men and women
• This is not 3 hr sermon….

What is work?
• 'the expenditure of energy in the service of
others which brings fulfillment to the worker,
benefit to the community and Glory to God.’
J Stott

• ‘rearranging the raw materials of a particular
domain to draw out its potential for the
flourishing of everyone.’
T Keller

How does God view work?
• God works
– God saw all that he had made, and it was very good Gen
1:31
– By the seventh day God had finished the work he had
been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his
work Gen 2:1

• Jesus works
– My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too
am working. Jn 5:17

How does God view work
• God Designed us to work
– God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over
every living creature that moves on the ground.” Gen 1:28
– This is often called the ‘cultural mandate’

• God Designed us to rest
– Six days you shall labour, but on the seventh day you shall
rest; even during the ploughing season and harvest you must
rest Ex 34:21
– The importance of balance

How does God view work
• No distinction is made between the value of ‘secular’
vs ‘sacred’ work
– Wrong distinctions were made pre-reformation
– ‘the works of monks and priests, however holy and
arduous they may be, do not differ one whit in the sight of
God from the works of the rustic labourer in the field or
the woman going about her household tasks, but that all
works are measured before God by faith alone’ M Luther

How does God view work
• God expects excellence
– Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the LORD, not for men, since you know that you will
receive an inheritance from the LORD as a reward. It is the
LORD Christ you are serving. Col 3:23-24
– Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might,
Ecc 9:10
– Whatever you do, do well Ecc 9:10(NLT)

How does God view work: Summary
• Work definitions

• He designed it
• God works, Jesus works

• Command to ‘create culture’
• Secular and sacred
• Excellence in work

Why is work so frustrating?

Work is Tarnished?
• Look at these verses in your groups and pull out
how this is true
– Gen 3:11- 20
– Ecclesiastes 1:12-18
– Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
– Ecclesiastes 2:17-18
– Gen 11:4
– Rom 8:20

Why does work not always feel ‘good’
• The problem of Sin.
– through painful toil you will eat food from it Gen 3:17

• Work became meaningless
– the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me.
All of it is meaningless. Ecc 2:17

• Fulfilment not through learning.
– I applied my mind to study and to explore by wisdom all
that is done under the heavens… is a chasing after the
wind. Ecc 1:13ff

Why does work not always feel ‘good’
• Fulfilment through creating things doesn’t work.
– Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done & what I
had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless Ecc 2:11

• No achievement through hard work.
– I undertook great projects….. a chasing after the wind. Ecc
2:4ff

• Work became selfish
– Come, let us build… so that we may make a name for
ourselves Gen 11:4

Bringing focus
• God’s view of work

• Work becomes tarnished
• Gods intention for the Christian in work

• Getting practical:
Our purpose and identity as Christian workers
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– Example – music, paintings, chairs, omlets!

What is the purpose of work for the
Christian?
1. Creating culture
– Culture is, first of all, the name for our relentless, restless
human effort to take the world as it’s given to us and make
something else...we are made in God's image , just like the
original creator ,we are creators. Culture is what Humans make
of the world. Andy Crouch
– We are not talking about ‘the culture’
– It is more about ‘cultural goods’
– Example – music, paintings, chairs, omlets!

What is the purpose of work for the
Christian?
2. Serving society
– Love your neighbour as yourself Mark 12:31
• Loving our neighbour though our work, many neighbours = society

– Glorifying God through your work (not just ‘at work’)

– Each person should live as a believer in whatever situation
the Lord has assigned to them, just as God has called
them. 1 Cor 7:17
• ‘Assigned’ is the same word as used to ‘assigned’ spiritual gifts in
ministry. 2 Cor 10:13

What is the purpose of work for the
Christian?
3. Being Salt and Light - Witness
– Where do we spend most of our time and where to we meet most
non-Christians?

4. Provision
– Work can provide for us and our families
– Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and
especially for their own household, has denied the faith
and is worse than an unbeliever. 1 Tim 5:8

What is the purpose of work for the
Christian?
5. Bringing the Christian World View into work
Creation
(plan)

Fall
(problem)

Redemption

Restoration
(solution)

What is the purpose of work for the
Christian?
5. Bringing the Christian World View into work Examples
– Buying Office chairs…..God Made Man in His own image..
– Business. Profit with out purpose and the temptation of profits
as idols

– Christian and art - a unique combination of optimism (the future
restoration) and realism (presence of Sin) about life - not
focusing on either sentimentality or bitter hopelessness.
– Christian writers can constantly be showing the destructiveness
of making something besides God the central thing

What is the purpose of work for the
Christian?
1. Creating culture

2. Serving society
3. Being Salt and Light - Witness

4. Provision
5. Bring the Christian World View to work

Questions in Groups
1. An example from your group- How is your work
involved in ‘creating culture’ or ‘maintaining culture’?

2. How does your work serve society?/How does your
work bless or serve people?
– What would you do if the organisation you work for
doesn’t do that? Any real examples?

3. What opportunities are the to witness at your
workplace?

4. Have you an example where you have or can bring the
Christian world view into your work?

Foundation 1 : Purpose
• How would you answer this question ‘what is
your purpose in life?’
• What is your identity?

Firm Foundations : Purpose
We have a common purpose
• So, whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God. 1 Cor 10:31

• But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises
of him… 1 Peter 2:9
• I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your
name forever. Ps 86:12
• …you were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your
bodies. 1 Corinthians 6:20

Firm Foundations : Purpose
We have a common purpose
• ‘We are to glorify God (bring praise to Him)
and live to please Him’
• As Christians we all share this common
purpose
Purpose

To glorify God (bring praise to Him) and live to
please Him.

Firm Foundations : Identity
• Definition:
‘a sense of who we are and our value and worth’

• ‘he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will’ Eph 1:5
• For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily
form, and in Christ you have been brought to fullness
Col 2:9-10
• Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God
Col 3:2-3

Firm Foundations : Identity
• Our core identity is as sons and daughters of Christ
• Our identity is not defined therefore by work, or
anything else - only by being ‘in Christ’
• It is liberating… It gives us focus on who we should
please
– I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human
court; indeed, I do not even judge myself 1 Cor 3:23-24

Work and Identity
• The world’s view
– Activity (what we do) → Identity (who we are)

• God’s view
– Identity (who I am) → Activity (what I do)

Purpose
Identity
Beliefs & Values

To glorify God (bring praise to Him) and
live to please Him.
Sons and daughters of Christ
Christ-like values, Bible-based Beliefs

Purpose
Identity
Beliefs & Values

To glorify God (bring praise to Him) and
live to please Him.
Sons and daughters of Christ
Christ-like values, Bible-based Beliefs

Getting Practical
Is this aligned with my purpose?
Purpose
Identity
Beliefs & Values

Is this decision congruent with being a
child of God
Am I exhibiting Christ-like values,
Bible-based Beliefs

Scenarios – use the triangle to identify
any lack of alignment
1. Chris had just accepted the job. He had been offered the director role. It would
mean a big step up in salary and even share options. Think of the holidays he
could have with the family now. The only downside is that he would be travelling
2 weekends a month.
2. Liz had missed her sales targets again. She was sitting behind the wheel of her car
and felt weary. The area sales manager had been with her all afternoon. He’d gone
about the neighbouring region and how well they were doing. Liz had been on her
colleagues backs all month but it had only made them resent her. She felt rubbish
and depressed as the lights turned green.
3. Paul leaned back in the chair, it was already past six and he reckoned it would be
another half an hour until his in-tray was empty. Home by 7.30pm perhaps? He
felt guilty about not putting the children to bed again. But what could he do…

