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Bible references
The following references are in Bible order, from the NIV (UK) 1984 translation.

Genesis 1:28
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature
that moves on the ground.”
Genesis 1:31
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning – the sixth day.
Genesis 2:1-2
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day
God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his
work.
Genesis 3:11-20
And he [God] said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from
which I commanded you not to eat?”
The man said, “The woman you put here with me – she gave me some fruit from the tree, and
I ate it.”
Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
“Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your
belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will
give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”
To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I
commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’
“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the
days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants
of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the
ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”
Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.
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Genesis 11:4
Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens,
so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the faces of the whole
earth.”
Exodus 34:21
Six days you shall labour, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even during the ploughing
season and harvest you must rest.
Psalm 86:12
I will praise you, O Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name for ever.
Ecclesiastes 1:12-18
I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. I devoted myself to study and to explore by
wisdom all that is done under heaven. What a heavy burden God has laid on men! I have seen
all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the
wind.
What is twisted cannot be straightened; what is lacking cannot be counted.
I thought to myself, “Look, I have grown and increased in wisdom more than anyone who has
ruled over Jerusalem before me; I have experienced much of wisdom and knowledge.” Then I
applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and also of madness and folly, but I learned
that this , too, is a chasing after the wind.
For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief.
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
I thought in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good.” But
that also proved to be meaningless. “Laughter,” I said, “is foolish. And what does pleasure
accomplish?” I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly – my mind still guiding me
with wisdom. I wanted to see what was worthwhile for men to do under heaven during the
few days of their lives.
I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. I made gardens
and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. I made reservoirs to water groves of
flourishing trees. I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my
house. I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before me. I amassed
silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I acquired men and
women singers, and a harem as well – the delights of the heart of man. I became greater by
far than anyone in Jerusalem before me. In all this my wisdom stayed with me.
I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My heart took
delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labour.
Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything
was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.
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Ecclesiastes 2:17-18
So I hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of it is
meaningless, a chasing after the wind. I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun,
because I must leave them to the one who comes after me.
Ecclesiastes 9:10
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, where you are
going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.
[New Living Translation: “Whatever you do, do well.”]
Mark 12:28-31
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “Is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the
Lord is on. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There
is no commandment greater than these.
John 5:16-17
So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. Jesus
said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working.”
Romans 8:18-21
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay
and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
1 Corinthians 4:3-4
I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court. My conscience is clear, but that
does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honour
God with your body.
1 Corinthians 7:17
Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and to
which God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the churches.
1 Corinthians 10:31
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.
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Ephesians 1:5-6
In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with
his pleasure and will – to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the
One he loves.
Colossians 2:9-10
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness
in Christ, who is the Head over every power and authority.
Colossians 3:1-3
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ
is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life,
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3:23-24
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for me, since you
know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you
are serving.
1 Timothy 5:8
If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light.

4

