Luke's First Easter – Week 1

The Triumphal Entry

Leader's Study Notes

19:28

Jesus is now on his final journey to
Jerusalem. This is the beginning of the last
week before his death and resurrection.

19:29

The village of Bethany was to the east of
the Mount of Olives, which was itself to
the east of Jerusalem. Jesus would have
to ascend the mount and come down on
the other side. He was coming to them
as the true king. In Jewish tradition the
Messiah was to appear on the Mount of
Olives.

19:39-40 Jesus accepted the praise of these
disciples and refused to stop them when
told to do so by the Pharisees. The
Pharisees knew that the disciples were
declaring Jesus to be the king and they
wanted it stopped!
The Jews at this time were expecting the return of a
military Messiah king who would overthrow Rome,
but Jesus came as the Prince of Peace to break the
power of sin. This story shows the Scriptures being

19:30-31 Jesus could possibly have made a prior
arrangement with the owner of the colt.
19:32-34 The disciples obeyed Jesus and everything
happened as he said. It's clear that Jesus
is in control.
19:35

Zechariah 9:9 prophesied that God's
special king would come to Jerusalem
riding on a colt. He is the one who would
rescue God's people. By spreading
their clothes in his path they were
acknowledging Jesus to be this rescuerking (see 2 Kings 9:13 for an example of
this custom).

Series Introduction Ideas
Below are some ideas for introducing the series.
They will help to set the context and give the children
an idea of where you're heading for the next four
weeks.

19:37-38 From this place Jesus would have been
able to see all of Jerusalem. The crowd
consisted of many who had seen his
miracles and travelled with him. This was
probably a large group of people.

Make a timeline of Jesus' life and ministry with
some of the key events including his birth,
baptism, calling the disciples, miracles, Sermon
on the Mount, Palm Sunday, the Last Supper,
death and resurrection. Use a sheet of paper per
event and hang these on a line. Explain that the
next four lessons cover the last week of Jesus'
life.

The crowd sing the words of Psalm
118:26. This Psalm celebrates the rescue
of God's people and the joy of entering his
presence at the Temple. Jesus is praised
as the king who makes peace with God
possible.

Compare Jesus' life to a Formula 1 race/
marathon/book. The next four lessons are the
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Introductory Idea

Session Outline

Play a version of 'I spy'. The
leader describes something in the room
and the children need to guess what it is. Start with
all the children standing. The leader gives one clue
at a time and the children need to raise their hand
after each clue if they wish to guess what the object
is. If they guess incorrectly they must sit down and
may not participate for the rest of that round. They
can choose not to guess and wait for further clues
to be revealed, but they run the risk of waiting too
long and missing the opportunity to win. Play a few
rounds.

Consider introducing the series with one of
the Series Introduction Ideas outlined on
page 6.

Introductory Idea
Pose the questions at the end of the Introductory
Idea. This gives children something to look out
for in the lesson and helps their concentration.
These get answered later in the session.

In today's true story from the Bible a crowd of
people could tell who Jesus was from clues in the
Old Testament, but others couldn't see it. [Use the
Bridge Questions below to create a link with the
lesson.]

Teaching Plan
The action of the Bible text is told as a story
for younger children and explained. Or the
Bible text is taught as a simple Bible study
for older children.

Have a shouting competition between
two groups of children or between the children and
the leaders. (Be aware that very young children
might be overwhelmed by this activity, especially in
an all-age setting.) One group must call out things
that they love/make them happy. The other group

Game Idea
Reinforces the lesson aim in a
fun way and provides a way of
displacing energy!

quiet. Alternatively, you could give each group a
short phrase to shout over the top of each other. If
you have a large number of children then you could
do a few rounds to determine the winners.

Review the questions posed
in the Introductory Idea.

Discuss and Apply

In today's true story from the Bible a crowd was
shouting and rejoicing loudly because they knew
who Jesus was, but some people tried to stop them.
[Use the Bridge Questions below to create a link
with the lesson.]

This is where the children can be quizzed on
the content and meaning of the Bible story.
Questions and discussion are needed to apply
this Bible story to the children's everyday lives.
They should do most of the talking.

– provide two
volunteers with an alarm clock/mobile phone each.
Set the alarm to go off about two minutes after the
start of the challenge. The volunteers then have to
use a variety of objects (tissue paper, bubble wrap,

Prayer Idea
Use the prayer idea or just encourage each
child to pray about an aspect of the lesson.

alarm. Which of the alarms can be heard when they
sound?

Activity

In today's true story from the Bible a crowd of
people were making a big noise because they
knew who Jesus was, but others wanted them to be
quiet. Jesus said that the truth about him cannot be
silenced. [Use the Bridge Questions below to create
a link with the lesson.]

An opportunity to reinforce the lesson. For
younger children, Activity A or B will be
suitable. For older children, Activity C or D
can be used to facilitate the Teaching or the
Discuss and Apply section – some children
prefer a lively discussion to completing written
answers.

Memory Verse

Who did the crowd think Jesus was?
[The king. (Luke 19:38)]

A fun way of remembering the key verse for
the series.

What did the crowd do?
[Threw cloaks in his path and rejoiced.
(Luke 19:36-37]
Who disagreed with the crowd?
[The Pharisees. (Luke 19:39)]
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Teaching Plan
This story can be divided into three
parts:
19:28-34 – sets the scene for Jesus' entrance
into Jerusalem.
and the appropriate response to King Jesus.
There is a great deal of anticipation and
excitement.
19:39-40 – shows the wrong response of the
religious leaders.
– you could use drama and
have the children re-enact the scene as you tell the
story. There is geographic movement in the story
so moving around the room will help to convey this.
One child plays the part of Jesus; another the colt's
owner; an older child/leader the colt; and two others
the Pharisees. The rest of the children form the
crowd. Provide each child in the crowd with a towel
or old item of clothing to use as a cloak.
Start with the 'colt' and owner in the middle of the
room. The colt is on all fours and tied (loosely!) to a
chair/table. The crowd is in one corner with Jesus.
Two of the crowd are sent to untie the colt and bring
it to Jesus – provide simple dialogue for the children
using 19:31-34. The crowd moves towards the
opposite corner of the room (Jerusalem) with Jesus
on the colt and the followers laying their 'cloaks'
down on the road in front of him. They begin rejoicing
and shouting the words of 19:38. The Pharisees in
the crowd tell Jesus to rebuke the people and he
responds in the words of 19:40.
If you have limited space or a small number of
children, you could tell the story using a model. An
upturned mixing bowl covered in brown cloth can be
the Mount of Olives. On one side of the hill create
the villages of Bethphage and Bethany, on the other
the big city of Jerusalem.
Golden Gate

a broad overview and then work through the story
again as a basic Bible study. Main points to bring
out in each section are:
Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem where he will
be killed; he knows what will happen to him there
(18:31-33).
Why is 19:32 important?
What does it teach us about Jesus' death?
How does the crowd treat Jesus?
What do they sing about Jesus? Why is this
important?
Who do they think Jesus is? Are they right?
Why do the Pharisees want the crowds to be
quiet? What is it about Jesus that they don't
agree with?
How does Jesus respond to the Pharisees?
What does this mean? Who does Jesus say is
right?

Game Idea
the
children form a line and the leader
designates a 'king' by passing down the line
whispering "you" or "not you" to each child. Two
leaders stand facing each other holding up their arms
to make an arch. The line of children then passes
under the arch to music. When the music stops the
leaders bring down their arms to imprison the child
under the arch. They ask the child if he/she is the
king. If the answer is 'no' the game continues. If the
answer is 'yes' a new king is designated in the same
way as the old one was and the game continues.
Periodically a leader asks the children if they know
who the king is. Can they recognise him/her? Is there
anyone here who looks like a king?
Remind the children that in today's true story from
the Bible the Pharisees didn't think Jesus was the
king, but the crowd did.

Models to move around the scene are provided
on page 11. These can be printed, coloured in
and cut out. Paste them to cardboard toilet tubes
to make them stand. Colour versions of these are
provided in the graphics pack in the downloads
section of our website.
– you may also choose to use
the model (as above for younger children) to help
the children visualise the scene. Tell the story as

Play a version of 'Follow the Leader'. A
leader stands in front and performs a series of basic
actions which the children must follow. As the leader
does each action he calls out either 'Pharisee' or
'crowd'. 'Pharisee' means the children must do the
opposite action e.g. if the leader sits, the children
must stand; if he waves his right hand, the children
must wave their left hand. Younger children may
struggle with right and left, but they can manage the
actions that don't involved these commands. For
very young children you could simply get them to
keep doing the opposite of what you do rather than
changing it.
Remind the children that in today's true story from the
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Bible the crowd treated Jesus the way he deserved
to be treated, but the Pharisees did the opposite.
play a version of
'Crows and Cranes'. Divide the group into two teams.
Use a length of rope or masking tape to divide the
room in half. Also mark off a space at each end of the
room to be the home base for each team. The teams
line up opposite each other with one foot touching the
rope/line. One group is called 'kings' and the other
'teachers'. When the leader calls out "kings" then
the kings must tag the teachers before they have
a chance to cross their home base line. If they tag
a teacher then the teacher becomes a king. When
the leader calls out "teachers" the teachers tag the
kings, and so on. Play for a set period of time and
declare the team with the most members to be the
winning team.
Remind the children that in today's true story from
the Bible the crowds believed that Jesus was the king
and they praised him, but the Pharisees thought he
was only a teacher so they tried to get the crowd to
stop praising him.

Discuss and Apply
This lesson clearly shows that even
though the crowd and the Pharisees
had access to the same information about Jesus
(Old Testament prophecies and what Jesus said
and did among them), they drew two very different
conclusions about him. Who they believed Jesus to
be affected the way they responded to him and how
they expected others to respond.
– help them to understand that
the crowd praised Jesus as king because they knew
that God had promised to send his special king to
Jerusalem on a colt (young donkey). They also knew
from the miracles Jesus was doing and the things he
was saying that he really was the king. When they
saw Jesus on the colt, they knew he was the one they
had been waiting for and they started praising him.
The crowd treated Jesus like a king by throwing their
cloaks on the ground in front of him, but the Pharisees
didn't think Jesus was the king. They thought he was
only a good teacher. That's why they didn't praise
him and didn't want the crowd to praise him either.
It will be enough for the children to know that we
believe that Jesus really is God's special king and
that that is why we praise him. But not everyone
believes this and so not everyone praises Jesus they
way they should.
– this is a very important lesson
because it highlights the main reason why people
don't worship Jesus: they simply don't believe that
he is the king (Christ) whom God had promised to
send. Many people are like the Pharisees – happy
to accept Jesus as a good teacher, but not willing to
bow the knee to him as king.

Explore some of the reasons why we believe that
Jesus is the king: Old Testament prophecies, his
miracles, eye-witness accounts and his teachings.
Which of these is the most convincing?
Would it make a difference if Jesus was only a
teacher and not the king?
How would it affect:
what we do/don't do in response to him?
how we live our lives?
how we think about those who don't praise
him as king?

Prayer Idea
Before the lesson print page 12 onto
paper (one copy for every six children).
Fold as shown and cut the cloaks out two at a time.
Give each child one of the cloaks. They write down
(or draw) something for which they can thank/praise
Jesus. Children are more likely to pray if they've had
a chance to think through what to say. Spend some
time as a group praying to thank God for these things.

– choose either Activity A (pages
13 and 14), or Activity B (pages 15
and 16).
Print page 13 and
page 14 onto paper (one copy of each per child).
Each child will also require one garden stick.
The children colour the picture of the donkey and
colour and embellish the crown with sequins etc.
Paste the two pictures back-to-back and insert the
stick between the two pages on one side while doing
so. You might also need to secure it with sticky tape.
Jesus is the king.
– print page 15 onto paper for each child
and print one copy of page 16 onto paper for every
four children. You could use different coloured paper
so that each child receives a range of coloured cloaks
Before the lesson cut the cloaks out from page 16
and paper clip a set to each copy of page 15.
The children colour in the picture and paste the cloaks
in the correct order on path in front of the colt.
Remind the children that the people threw their cloaks
on the road because they were treating Jesus like
a king.
– Print either Activity Sheet C (page 17)
or Activity Sheet D (page 18) onto paper for each
child. Choose whichever is appropriate for your
children and use it to reinforce the lesson or as a
discussion starter.
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Memory Verse

Luke's First Easter – Week 1
Memory Verse Pictures

Luke 24:7 – The Son of Man must be
delivered over to the hands of sinners, be
[NIV]
The pictures below are available in the graphics
pack associated with this product on our website.
Print these images enlarged to A4 and use them to
teach the verse. Remember to write/print the verse
reference on a separate sheet of paper.
You will need to explain that "The Son of Man" is
revealed in Daniel 7:13. He is the one who is given
ultimate power and authority and an everlasting
kingdom. It's a prophecy about Jesus and we've
used a crown with a continuous circle to depict this.
You could put the pictures up in random order and
explain each before asking the children to put them
in the right order. Finally remove the pictures one at
a time while the children keep repeating the verse
until all the pictures are gone.
Crown = The Son of Man
Hands = must be delivered over to the hands
Heart with cross = of sinners
Calendar = and on the third day
Empty tomb = be raised to life again.
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Luke's First Easter – Week 1
Visual Aids
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Luke's First Easter – Week 1
Prayer Idea
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Luke 19:38

Jesus came as king

Luke's First Easter – Week 1
Activity A (1 of 2)
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Luke 19:35

Jesus went to Jerusalem
on a colt

Luke's First Easter – Week 1
Activity A (2 of 2)
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Luke 19:38-40

Tell them
to stop!

A crowd were singing and treating Jesus like the promised
king, but the pharisees were not happy about this.

Luke's First Easter – Week 1
Activity B (1 of 2)
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Luke's First Easter – Week 1
Activity B (2 of 2)
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Luke's First Easter – Week 1
Activity C

The Triumphal Entry
This true story can be found in Luke 19:28-40

What did Jesus tell his disciples to bring him from the village? (19:30)
Circle the right answer

A man

A cloak

A colt

A horse

Why did Jesus need it? (19:34-35) Tick the correct box
To carry his bags

To keep as a pet

To take him to Jerusalem

What did the crowd do when they saw Jesus on the donkey?
1. Spread their ________________ on the road. (19:36)
2. Shouted ________________ to ____________ . (19:37-38)
What did the Pharisees want Jesus to do? (19:39)
Tell his ________________ to be _____________ .

Why did the crowd rejoice?
Who did they think Jesus was?
Why did the Pharisees want them to be
quiet? Who did they think Jesus was?
Who did Jesus say was right?

Who do you think Jesus is? What do your friends
think? Who does the Bible say Jesus is?
How should we treat him when we know who Jesus is?
How do you treat Jesus?

The Pharisees didn't treat Jesus as they should have
done. Why might some people not respond rightly to
Jesus?
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The Triumphal Entry

Luke's First Easter – Week 1
Activity D

This true story can be found in Luke 19:28-40

What did Jesus tell his disciples to do? (19:30)
___________________________________________________________________________
Why did Jesus need it? (19:34-35) __________________________________
Read Zechariah 9:9. Why was this important? _____________________________________
_______________________________________
What did the crowd do when they saw Jesus on the donkey?
1. _______________________________________________________________ (19:36)
2. _______________________________________________________________ (19:37-38)
What did the Pharisees want Jesus to do? (19:39)
__________________________________________________________________________

Why did the crowd rejoice?
Who did they think Jesus was?
Why did the Pharisees want them to be
quiet? Who did they think Jesus was?
Who did Jesus say was right?

Who do you think Jesus is? What do your friends
think? Who does the Bible say Jesus is?
How does what we know about Jesus change the
way we treat him? How do you treat Jesus?
The Pharisees didn't treat Jesus as they should
have done. Why might some people not respond
rightly to Jesus?
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